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May 14, 2026
7PM
Ascension Day Worship

Welcome to St. Paul Lutheran Church!

We are glad you are worshiping with us as God comes to us through His Word to bring new life in
Christ. If you have questions or would like more information, please speak with an elder, usher, or
pastor. Guests are invited to complete an attendance card located in the pew and place it in the
offering plate or a basket in the narthex on your way out.



Bell Choir Prelude Allegro Spiritoso

493 A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing
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Invocation

P) In the name of the Father and of the *}- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.



Opening Sentences Acts 1
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So when they had come together, they asked him,

“Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?”

He said to them, "It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father has
fixed by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has
come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” And when he had said these things, as they
were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. And while
they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white
robes, and said,

Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who
was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you
saw him go into heaven.”

Service of the Word

Kneel/Sit

Confession and Absolution Luther’s Small Catechism

(P) Do you confess to almighty God that you are a poor, miserable sinner?

I do.

P] Do you confess to our merciful Father that you have sinned against Him in thought,
word, and deed?

I do.

(P] Do you confess that you justly deserve His temporal and eternal punishment?

I do.

(P)] Do you believe that our Lord Jesus Christ died for you and shed His blood for you
on the cross for the forgiveness of all of your sins?

I do.

(P} Do you pray God, for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of
His beloved Son, to be gracious and merciful to you?

I do.

(P} Finally, do you believe that my forgiveness is God's forgiveness?

I do.

(P} Let it be done for you as you believe. In the stead and by the command my Lord

®

Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father, and of the *}«
Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.



Choral Anthem Like As a Father - Cherubini

A Celebration of Christ's Life on Earth

387 Joy to the World
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Nativity Reading Luke 2:1-7

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be
registered. This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. And all
went to be registered, each to his own town. And Joseph also went up from Galilee,
from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem,
because he was of the house and lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his
betrothed, who was with child. And while they were there, the time came for her to give
birth. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and
laid him in @ manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Nativity Collect

Dear Father in heaven, thank You for the Gift of Christmas—Jesus, Your Son! With
the shepherds we too bring our gifts---our love, our hearts, hands, and voices, our
faith, and our lives to honor Him. Help us to share Your love all year long.

Amen.

414 '‘Tis Good Lord, To Be Here
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Transfiguration Reading Luke 9:28-36

Now about eight days after these sayings [Jesus] took with him Peter and John and
James and went up on the mountain to pray. And as he was praying, the appearance of
his face was altered, and his clothing became dazzling white. And behold, two men were
talking with him, Moses and Elijah, who appeared in glory and spoke of his departure,
which he was about to accomplish at Jerusalem. Now Peter and those who were with
him were heavy with sleep, but when they became fully awake they saw his glory and
the two men who stood with him. And as the men were parting from him, Peter said to
Jesus, “Master, it is good that we are here. Let us make three tents, one for you and
one for Moses and one for Elijah”"—not knowing what he said. As he was saying these
things, a cloud came and overshadowed them, and they were afraid as they entered the
cloud. And a voice came out of the cloud, saying, “This is my Son, my Chosen One;
listen to him!” And when the voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone. And they kept
silent and told no one in those days anything of what they had seen.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Transfiguration Collect

P] O God, in the glorious transfiguration of Your beloved Son You confirmed the
mysteries of the faith by the testimony of Moses and Elijah. In the voice that came
from the bright cloud You wonderfully foreshowed our adoption by grace. Mercifully
make us co-heirs with the King in his glory and bring us to the fullness of our
inheritance in heaven; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

443 Hosanna, Loud Hosanna
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Triumphal Entry Reading Mark 11:1-11

Now when they drew near to Jerusalem, to Bethphage and Bethany, at the Mount of
Olives, Jesus sent two of his disciples and said to them, “Go into the village in front of
you, and immediately as you enter it you will find a colt tied, on which no one has ever
sat. Untie it and bring it. If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ say, ‘The Lord
has need of it and will send it back here immediately.” And they went away and found a
colt tied at a door outside in the street, and they untied it. And some of those standing
there said to them, “What are you doing, untying the colt?” And they told them what
Jesus had said, and they let them go. And they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their
cloaks on it, and he sat on it. And many spread their cloaks on the road, and others
spread leafy branches that they had cut from the fields. And those who went before and



those who followed were shouting, "Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of
the Lord! Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David! Hosanna in the highest!”
And he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple. And when he had looked around at
everything, as it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Triumphal Entry Collect

Almighty and everlasting God and Father, you sent your Son to take our nature
upon himself and to suffer death on the cross that all should follow the example of
his great humility; mercifully grant that we may both follow the example of our
Savior Jesus Christ in his patience and also have our portion in his resurrection;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Amen

450 O Sacred Head, Now Wounded
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Passion Reading Matthew 27:45-54
Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until the ninth hour. And
about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lema
sabachthani?” that is, "My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” And some of the
bystanders, hearing it, said, “This man is calling Elijah.” And one of them at once ran
and took a sponge, filled it with sour wine, and put it on a reed and gave it to him to
drink. But the others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save him.” And
Jesus cried out again with a loud voice and yielded up his spirit.

And behold, the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. And the
earth shook, and the rocks were split. The tombs also were opened. And many bodies of
the saints who had fallen asleep were raised, and coming out of the tombs after his
resurrection they went into the holy city and appeared to many. When the centurion and
those who were with him, keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took
place, they were filled with awe and said, “Truly this was the Son of God!”

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Passion Collect

(P) Almighty God, graciously behold this Your family for whom our Lord Jesus Christ
was willing to be betrayed and delivered into the hands of sinful men to suffer
death upon the cross; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

457 Jesus Christ Is Risen Today
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Easter Reading Luke 24:1-12

On the first day of the week, at early dawn, they went to the tomb, taking the spices
they had prepared. And they found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but when they
went in they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. While they were perplexed about
this, behold, two men stood by them in dazzling apparel. And as they were frightened
and bowed their faces to the ground, the men said to them, “"Why do you seek the living
among the dead? He is not here but has risen. Remember how he told you, while he
was still in Galilee, that the Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men
and be crucified and on the third day rise.” And they remembered his words, and
returning from the tomb they told all these things to the eleven and to all the rest. Now
it was Mary Magdalene and Joanna and Mary the mother of James and the other women
with them who told these things to the apostles, but these words seemed to them an
idle tale, and they did not believe them. But Peter rose and ran to the tomb; stooping
and looking in, he saw the linen cloths by themselves; and he went home marveling at
what had happened.

Alleluia, Christ is risen!
He is risen, indeed! Alleluia!

Easter Collect

Almighty God the Father, through your only begotten Son, Jesus Christ, You have
overcome death and opened the gate of everlasting life to us. Grant that we, who
celebrate with joy the day of our Lord’s resurrection, may be raised from the death
of sin by your life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



492 On Christ’s Ascension I Now Build
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Ascension Reading Luke 24:44-53

Then [Jesus] said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still
with you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and
the Psalms must be fulfilled.” Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures,
and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day
rise from the dead, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in
his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things.
And behold, I am sending the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until
you are clothed with power from on high.”

Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed them.
While he blessed them, he parted from them and was carried up into heaven. And they
worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy and were continually in the
temple blessing God.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Ascension Collect

Almighty God, as Your only begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, ascended into the
heavens, so may we also ascend in heart and mind and continually dwell there with him,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.



Gathering of Tithes and Offerings
Service of the Sacrament

Lord’s Prayer
P] Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven...

LSB 162

The Words of Institution Mt 26:26-28; Mk 14:22-24; Lk 22:19-20; 1 Co 11:23-25

Pax Domini

(P The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Amen.

Agnus Dei
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701 Draw Us to Thee
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Choral Anthem "Go Ye Into All the World " - Gumpelzhaimer
491 Up through Endless Ranks of Angels
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Choral Anthem "Dona Nobis Pacem" — Traditional

473 Our Paschal Lamb, That Sets Us Free
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Post-Communion Collect



Ascension Litany 1 Timothy 3/Hebrews 1
(P] Great indeed, we confess, is the mystery of godliness:

He was manifested in the flesh, vindicated by the Spirit, seen by angels,
proclaimed among the nations, believed on in the world, and taken up in
glory.

He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he
upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making purification for sins,
he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high.

And they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy,

and were continually in the temple blessing God.
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Benediction LSB 166
(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and *I- give you peace.
Amen.

923 Almighty Father, Bless the Word
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Postlude
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