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fully man” (st 4),
crown” (st 5).

The Hymn for Advent

“Savior of the Nations Come”
LSB 332

This hymn has roots!

Arianian heresy.
Follow the story of our redemption through the stanzas of this significant hymn.

1.

MR. GREGORY PAUL
MUSIC MINISTER/TEACHER

Savior of the nations, come,

Virgin’s Son, make here Your home!
Marvel now, O heav’'n and earth,
That our Lord chose such a birth.

. Not of human flesh and blood, 6.

By the Spirit of our God,
Was the Word of God made flesh—
Woman'’s offspring, pure and fresh

. Here a maid was found with child,

Yet remained a virgin mild.
In her womb this truth was shown.
God was there upon His throne

. Then stepped forth the Lord of all

From His pure and kingly hall;
God of God, yet fully man,
His heroic course began.

The tune to which we sing it today Nun komm, der Heiden Hei-
land origin is much later, attributed to Martin Luther. He simpli-
fied an existing chant Veni redemptory gentium to create this

tune.

Itis very creedal,

It goes all the way back to Ambrose of Milan who
It's the oldest hymn in our hymnal! It has long been the tra-
ditional hymn for the first Sunday of Advent. Many early sources and documents
attribute this hymn to Ambrose, although there is no record of it in print until
eighth and ninth century hymnals. Ambrose was elected the bishop of Milan in
374. During his time as bishop he fought the heresies of Arianism and paganism.
Arianism was an early heresy in the Church that rejected the Trinity, saying the
Jesus was created by God and therefore distinct from God, thus rejecting the doc-
trine of the Trinity. Paganism is a belief in multiple gods, most of which are bound
up in nature, worshiping the creation instead of the Creator. This hymn of Am-
brose is significant for establishing the form for western hymnody. He wrote
hymns in four lines of eight syllables that were rhymed making them easy to be
sung by the common people. The text of this hymn bids Jesus, the virgin’s son
and the Word of God made flesh, to come.
“into hell His road went down, back then to His throne and
Stanza 6 speaks of His victory to make whole our “ills of flesh and
soul”. The final stanza is a doxological one, not attributed to Ambrose, but it was a
common practice by the fourth century to add a doxological stanza to combat the

: “God of God, yet

5. God the Father was His source,

Back to God He ran His course.
Into hell His road went down,
Back then to His throne and crown.

For You are the Father’s Son
Who in flesh the vict'ry won.
By Your mighty pow’r make whole
All our ills of flesh and soul.

. From the manger newborn light

Shines in glory through the night.
Darkness there no more resides;
In this light faith now abides.

. Glory to the Father sing,

Glory to the Son, our king,
Glory to the Spirit be
Now and through eternity.




Vestry Update

From our : Year-End-Giving & November Voters Meetin:

Your faithful giving to St. Paul Lutheran
Church and School enables us to be a place
where people connect, grow, and share in
the love of Jesus Christ. Your generosity
allows God’s Word to be proclaimed, chil-
dren to learn, and our community to be
served in Christ’s name.

You may not be aware that our giving this

year has fallen below our ministry needs.

Every week we report the weekly goal and

the most recent week’s giving.

Our weekly goal is $13,700

The year-to-date shortfall is currently

$51,890

We are requesting your assistance through a

year-end giving campaign. Please consider

one of the following ways to support St.

Paul Church and School.

1. Pray — Thank God for His bless-
ings on St. Paul Lutheran Church
and School and ask Him to con-
tinue to provide for every ministry
need.

2. Give - If you are able, increase
your regular giving by a percentage
or dollar amount. Or consider a
one-time year end gift. No gift is
too small, and every act of generos-
ity strengthens the mission we
share.

3. Encourage Others — Invite
friends, neighbors, and family to
become part of this community
where faith and love are lived out
daily.

Your giving, prayer and encouragement

enable others to become part of the family

and find salvation. Together, we are shap-
ing lives for eternity.

FINANCE

Weekly contribution needed based on
approved 2025/26 budget: $13,700

Weekly Contributions Received:
10/26 $10,732

11/2 $9,230

11/9 $11,857

11/16 $14,403

11/23 $11,362

Please reach out to our Vestry at

vestry@gmail.com with questions.

Summary of the November 16 Voters’ Meeting

Our recent Voters’ Meeting gathered the congregation for important updates, deci-
sions, and ministry planning. Thank you to everyone who attended and participated.
Below is a summary of the key items discussed.

1. Elections

Four candidates were nominated to fill two open Vestry positions, each a three-year
term. We congratulate Lily Paul and Chay Smith, who were elected to serve.

Voters also elected Steven Carpenter as Vice President of the Vestry.

Additionally, a motion was approved to appoint Marshall Mackinder as Financial Sec-
retary, a two-year appointment.

2. Financial Report

Weekly giving to the Operating Budget is currently averaging about $2,000 below goal,
resulting in a year-to-date shortfall of approximately $52,000.

Members are encouraged to prayerfully consider increasing weekly giving, making an
over-and-above offering, or contributing a year-end gift to help close the gap.

3. Our House His Throne (OHHT) Campaign

The OHHT capital campaign, launched in May 2022, has now reached completion.
Construction concluded in September and included:

Repair of the separating south wall of the church
Repair of leaking gym windows in the school
Reconfiguration of the church office areas

Creation of a new Welcome Center in the church lobby

Thanks to unused contingency and allowance funds in the construction contract, the
total construction cost was more than $125,000 under budget.

The campaign received approximately $433,000 in contributions which is short of the
total project costs so we had to use cash reserves and the Rainy Day Fund to cover the
remaining balance. These reserves, which totaled $237,000 in December 2024, now
stand at $74,000.

We are deeply grateful to all who contributed over the past three years and to those
who continue to support the project. Members are encouraged to continue over-and-
above giving to help replenish our reserve accounts.

4. Property Sale Update

Following congregational approval earlier this year to sell the parsonage and vicarage,
the appointed committee has worked with a consultant and attorney to negotiate with
a developer. Several proposal versions have been reviewed, and the committee now
believes the primary deal points have been agreed upon. A Purchase Agreement is ex-
pected soon.

5. Pastor Housing Update

A housing committee has formed to explore options to support the pastor in purchas-
ing a home once the sale of the parsonage progresses. After a signed Purchase Agree-
ment is received from the developer, another Voters’ Meeting will be scheduled to
present the housing proposal and seek congregational approval.

6. Mission Statement Update

Using feedback from the congregation, the Vestry has updated our mission statement.

For many years it was: “Equip, Support, Serve, Witness, Where God Calls Us.”

To make it more memorable and impactful, it has been shortened to: “Serve. Support.

Share.”

You'll begin to see this reflected in a refreshed logo and in our ministry communica-
tions. This new mission statement will help guide our priorities and measure our effec-
tiveness moving forward.

“Equip, Support, Serve and Witness Where God Calls Us!”
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Meet the Staff

3] Every month we will feature a different staff member! This month we are introducing
our fearless School Administrative Assistant and Admissions Counselor—julie Hansen.

== Tell us about you and your family: I'm married to Brett Hansen, who is also a member
of our St. Paul congregation. We've been married for 17 years and have two boys who
attend St. Paul—Logan, who is in 7th grade, and Griffin, who is in 3rd. Our boys sta
busy with school activities such as the music programs, and several after-school clubs
throughout the year. Our family also includes two lively dogs, Lincoln and Evie, who
definitely keep us on our toes!

- AR When did you arrive at St Paul or what is your background? Our iourney with St. Paul
TR be?an when Logan was four. We were searching for a preschool with a little more
structure and found exactly what we were hoping for here. From the very be inninF, it felt like the ,:erfect
fit. At that time, we were part of a Iar?'e Methodist congregation, but | found myself longing for a closer,
more connected church community where our family could both grow and serve. Once we enrolled Logan in
kindergarten and began attending worship at St. Paul, we were warmly welcomed, especially by Will
Lichtenberg, who immediately made us feel at home. Before long, we joined the new member classes and
officially became part of the St. Paul family. It's been a blessing to grow in faith and fellowship here ever
since.

What do you love most about your job at SPRO? | truly feel blessed to be working at St Paul School. | love
being part of the St. Paul community and getting to know each family as they grow through their time here
in faith and learning. The most inspiring part of my job is seeing chilzﬁ‘en learn, grow, and thrive; knowing |
can play a role in supporting both them and their families along the way. It's a privilege to be someone fam-
ilies can turn to for encouragement and reassurance, and to he?p create a place where every child feels safe,
valued, loved, and encouraged each day.

Tell us a fun fact about you. I'm a huge animal advocate and have been vegan for over 25 years. If | ever
“won the lottery,” I'd love to buy a farm and open an animal sanctuary! I'm happiest outdoors, whether
kayaking, camping, or just spending time in nature. | also love watchinﬁ my boys grow and pursue their pas-
sions. They're both active in karate, soccer, basketball, and baseball, which keeps us on the go! I've fully em-
braced my role as a proud “sports mom,” always cheering them on from the sidelines or driving to the next
practice or game.

Thank you, Mrs. Hansen, for all the amazing support & love you give our staff and students EVERYDAY! '

Many, many thanks to all members who make our church AMAZING! Specifically, we'd like to
acknowledge the individuals who have helped in the following areas recently (you know who you are!):
*Volunteer who works in our school library and makes it absolutely amazing for our stu-

dents.
*Volunteers who usher in both of our services and also the many extra services we have
this time of year!
If there is an area that you'd love to help with at SPRO, please reach out!

Q: What do the candle colors on a church Advent ( A short Q&A column answering
Wreath mean? common faith or Bible questions)
A: Blue (or sometimes purple) represents peni-
tence, royalty, and preparation. Purple is the color of kings and of re- My heart, which is so full to
. . . . .. . overflowing, has often been solaced
pentance — it reminds us that Advent is a time of both anticipation st e o e el

and examination. We prepare our hearts for the coming King by turn- WeRHy

ing away from sin and turning toward His grace. Pink (lit on the third
Sunday of Advent) represents joy. The Church pauses to rejoice — to
remember that even in our waiting, joy breaks through. White (the
Christ Candle) represents Christ Himself — purity, light, and victory.
When we light it on Christmas Eve or Christmas Day, it declares that

the Light of the world has come. Mg [

Have a question you’d like answered?
for rcernbier

MARTIN LUTHER

Send them to office@stpaulroyaloak.org or visit the church office!
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Advent Worship 2025 Christmas Family Choir
Please plan to join us for Advent Wor- Our beautiful 5pm Christmas Eve service needs your
ship services in December on family and your voices! This involves a simple 2-part & 4-
Wednesdays at 7pm: part plus a part for children. Rehearsals will =z .
December 3rd—Advent 1: Lessons and Car- be the last 2 Sundays prior to Christmas

ols featuring Lutheran High School Northwest | | Eve—following the late service. If interested =
Join us at 6pm for an Advent meal Potluck—bring a dish to share! or have questions, please reach out to Greg =~
December 10th—Advent 2: Hymn Sing Paul at gpaul@stpaulroyaloak.org.
December 17th—Advent 3: Annual St Paul School
Christmas Program

Women of St. Paul ~ Join Us for
Advent By Candlelight Tea

Christmas Worship 2025 Saturday, December 6th ~ 11am
-~ . . e G Please join us in the lounge for
Please plan to join us for Christmas services: - lunch, tea and fellowship. Sign up

Christmas Eve: aind de‘tlallssasl;ekm tlile WelcoII‘ne (i:nktir. S :hces are

i ; : : ' ' imited to each out to Lisa Kokko with ques-

5pm Family Service with our annual Christmas : tions kokkopuff@comcast.net or (586) $99- 3502.
Eve candy children’s message :

11pm Traditional Worship — with communion (//1//%” v
Christmas Morning:
10am Traditional Worship —with communion

Annual Mitten Tree Is here!

Be on the lookout for gloves, mittens,

%‘7 scarves & hats! We will have our annual
Mitten Tree up during the month of De-

cember. All donations will be delivered

to Wellspring Child & Family Services.

BIBLE CLASS OPPORTUNITIES

Sunday Bible Class 9:45am w/Pastor Andrzejewski (lounge)
Sunday School 9:45am w/ Liz & Jerich Lopez (school)

ST PauL 20/308

-5 JOIN US FOr DESSErT/CO0KIE EXCHANBE!
LOOK FOT MOT€ DETAILS N THE WEEKLY NEWS §
NOTES. EMAIL KYria GowMan (KI9BOW@BMAILCOM) IF

Weekday/Saturday Bible Classes

Mondays 9:00am Women'’s Bible Class
(Sept-May) (lounge) Contact Lee
Ann Millinger or Rita McClatchey

Wednesdays 10:00am Pastor Andrzejewski (lounge)

(Sept-May)

Thursdays 8:00am Men’s Breakfast at The Avenue 40U WOULD LIKE O BE 4DDED TO U 8rOUP CHdT.
Restaurant (Woodward, N of 13 mile)
Contact Mike Rasmussen

3rd Saturday, 7:30am  Men’s Breakfast/Bible Study, Monthly Bible Readings
(Sept-May) (lounge) Contact LCMS Series C
Chuck Brewer

Week Festival First Reading Psalm Epistle Gospel

Dec.7 | Second SundayinAd- | | 11110 Psalm | pom.15:4-13 | Matt. 3:1-12

vent 72:1-7

Dec. 14 | Third Sunday in Advent | Isaiah 35:1-10 |Psalm 146| James 5:7-11 Matt. 11:2-15

Dec. 21 [Fourth Sunday in Advent| Isaiah 7:10-17 Psalm 24 Rom. 1:1-7 Matt. 1:18-25
The Nativity of Our Lord . Psalm
Dec. 24 - Christmas Eve Isaiah 7:10-14 110:1-4 1)ohn 4:7-16 Matt. 1:18-25

The Nativity of Our Lord

Dec. 25 - Christmas Day Isaiah 52:7-10 Psalm 2 | Heb. 1:1-6 (7-12) John 1:1-14
Dec. 28|t S""darz ::te' Christ-| | aiah 63:7-14 | Psalm 111 Gal. 4:4-7 Matt. 2:13-23
Dec. 31 New Year’s Eve Faltln 2G4, el Rom. 8:31b-39 | Luke 12:35-40

15-17 90:1-12
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SCHOOL MINISTRY

St. Paul Lutheran School
100+ Years of God’s Grace
Our Mission

“Equip, Support, Serve and Witness
Where God Calls Us!”

I '
Statement of Purpose

St. Paul Lutheran School equips chil-
u eran dren for a life of service with a foun-

dation of academic,
physical, spiritual, and )
‘ ' I ‘OO S social maturity centered |=g=msa
around Christ Jesus. |||

Julie Thomas ~ Middle School Teacher
The middle school students of St. Paul have had a busy start to the school year. They have been fundrais-
ing to earn money for our class trips in the spring. Between babysitting nights, bake sales, and pie-making,
the middle schoolers have been volunteering their time and skills to lend a hand. We are so grateful for
the support offered to our students and their fundraising efforts by the congregation of St. Paul.

There is no chance of things slowing down now that the Advent season is upon us! All of our wonderful
St. Paul students are working diligently and preparing to share Jesus's love this season. They are learning
songs, making ornaments, and rehearsing lines in preparation for our school-wide Advent service on De-
cember 17th. We pray that the pews are filled with family, friends, and the congregation of St. Paul.

Babysitting Night—Parents Night Out Join Qur PTL Team! The Parent Teacher [eague

Our middle school students have hosted two | | (PTL) is looking for enthusiastic moms and dads to join

successful Parents Night Out/Babysitting our board! Do you enjoy planhing events? Have a knack
Events on 10/11 and 11/1 to raise funds || for organization, communication, or media platforms? Or
for their upcoming class trips. The evenings | | maybe you simply love supporting our SChool community?

were filled with games, snacks, crafts, & fun! The feedback Whatever your skill set, there’s a place for you on the
from families was fantastic. Due to its success, we' re excited | | PTL team! Joining the PTL is a wonderful way to get
for another event on December 13th! This will be the perfect involved, meet other parents, and make a lasting impact

time for parents to prepare for the holidays. Look soon for Oh our students and sChool. If you’re interest-

sign ups and time. This event is truly a win-win—parents get ed or would like more information, please reach (B

a night off and our students raise funds for their class trips. out to Rose West, PTL, President (313-595-6958), PTL
Stay tuned to church and school newsletters for more details. | | or Julie Hansen, PTL Treasurer. e

elebrate the true meaning of Christmas with us at our Children’s Advent Service on Wed., December 17th ~ 7 PM.
Our children will share the miraculous story of Jesus's birth, reminding us of God’s great love and the
hope brought into the world through His Son. With heartfelt storytelling, beautiful music, and joyful wor-
ship, this service is sure to be a blessing for all who attend. Bring your parents, grandparents, extended
family, and friends to this memorable evening as we gather to praise and rejoice in the greatest gift of
all—our Savior, Jesus Christ. We look forward to worshiping with you!

C

PTL Happenings in December
Join us on Monday, Dec. 8th or Tuesday, Dec. 9th from 11lam-8pm at Benito's Pizza 1700 Rochester Rd. in
Royal Oak. Call (248)744-5555 to order & mention St. Paul Lutheran School (or show the flyer at pick up). 20% of your
purchase will come back to help our school! What a tasty & easy way to support our Vikings!

School Christmas Shop is Friday, December 12th. We need many donated, handmade items for the children to shop
for at the annual Christmas Shop. Please reach out to Julie Hansen, School Administrative Assistant if you have any ques-

tions. (248)546-6555/school@stpaulroyaloak.org

School Calendar December 17 All School Christmas program—7pm
December 8/9 Benito’s Fundraiser 11am-8pm December 19 1/2 Day

December 12 School Christmas Shop December 22-January 2—No School/Christmas Break
December 13 Babysitting fundraiser

Page 5 “Equip, Support, Serve and Witness Where God Calls Us!” The Masthead



Directory

Church Office
Pastor Jakob Andrzejewski
(cell) 734-644-0059
revjski@stpaulroyaloak.org
Office # 248-541-0613
office@stpaulroyaloak.org
Sue Francik—Office Manager

Greg Paul—Director of Music
248-765-0316

Community Food Pantry Monthly:
1st Thursday (drive thru) 11am-1pm and
- 2nd & 4th Mondays (walk-in) 9am-12pm
Community Food Pantry is always

Church Notes

School Office
248-546-6555
school@stpaulroyaloak.org
Chris Francik

502-381-3597 i
502-381-3643 :

If you have any questions or would like

Lee Ann Miilinger (248)417-9526

Thank you for supporting our community!

accepting food donations.

to assist, please reach out to:

Cathy Greener (248)953-1567
Barb Stefan (248)219-7469

Prayers

Prayers for our Homebound
Margaret Kuhlmann
Irma Pope
Don Storck
Jeanette Till
Prayers for Military
Mark Bowdich
Paul Bowdich
Trevor Guilmette
Alex Keppler
Brooke Keppler
Brandon Newton
Tirzah VanDamme
Jason Zuniga
Gabrielle Zuniga

To Add/Remove a prayer, please
email the office at
office@stpaulroyaloak.org.

Serving us in Worship in December

Altar Guild—Anne Sagan & Lauren Banker
Ushers—8:15— David Owens, Roger Pierce,
Elders on duty
Ushers—11—Erik Olsen, Drew Haselton, Mike
Boyd, Rob Moelich
12/7/25:
Counters

8:15— Ben Schultz/Randy Walker/Carol Z

11— Kathy Eifert/Andre Sanislo
Readers

8:15— Drew Haselton

11—Marshall Mackinder
12/14/25:
Counters

8:15— Carrie Smith/Carol Zimnie

11—Rick Thomas & Chris Francik
Readers

8:15—David Newton

11—Dawn Heins
12/21/25:
Counters

8:15— Libby Walker/Emily Bashore

11am—Merideth Sanislo/Amie Szerdi
Readers

8:15—Lily Wilson

11am—Rita McClatchey
12/24/25—Christmas Eve Services
Readers

5pm—Jim Schultz

11pm—Kevin Calhoun
12/25/25—Christmas Day Service—10am
Readers

10—Lily Wilson
12/28/25:
Counters

8:15— Ben Schultz/Libby Walker

11am—Rick Thomas/Kathy Eifert
Readers

8:15—Barb Costakes

11am—Lee Anne Millinger

SUNDAY WORSHIP
TIMES:

Traditional 8:15am
Sunday Bible Class 9:45am

Traditional 11am

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Monday-Thursday 8am-4pm
Friday 9am-3pm
Closed Dec 24th-Jan 1st

2025 Vestry Members:
Chris Schultz—President

Art Steiber—Vice President
Rachel Harris—Secretary

Marshall Mackinder
Jeff Szerdi
Steve Carpenter
Brian Hermann—Financial Secretary

Pastor Andrzejewski
Chris Francik—School Principal
Please email sprovestry@gmail.com if
you'd like to reach out to our vestry mem-
bers.

OFFICIAL ACTS

Baptism:
Greg Paavo—November 1, 2025

5";9%Itar Flowerg @
(0 )y WA "

ALTAR FLOWERS & RED
ETERNAL LIGHT (candle)
You can order flowers for our
altar in honor or memory of a
loved one or for a special occa-
sion. Sign-up details are locat-
ed to the left of our new Wel-
come Center on the board. All
bouquets may be ordered for
$25 each & candles for $10
each. Fill out an envelope and
make a check out to St. Paul.

“Equip, Support, Serve and Witness Where God Calls Us!”

Media Info:
Facebook: www.facebook.com/
stpaulroyaloak
Web: www.stpaulroyaloak.org

Our livestream is available on our
very own You Tube channel at
www.stpaulrovaloak.org/live.

You can also access our bulletins
on our website at
www.stpaulroyaloak.org/news-
and-notes/. Be sure to check out
our #5thStreet Gospel video clips
and share it!

OFO
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Steven Snell
Lyra Bowdich

Sally Wright
Tiffany Jackson
Elli Harris

Lukas Snell
Parker Craft
Leo Osentoski

Pam Rodway
Bryan Harris

Megan Schultz
Nigel Smith

Sam Francik

Belle Sawyers
Mariah Olsen

Imani Jackson

Mia Brandt

[an Aufdemberge
Tony Valdes

December Birthdays

Scott Manteuffel
Andrew MacKenzie

Jessica Ebmeyer

Mason Keller
Meghan Lehman
Lacey Lefere

Sandy Gostiaux
David Rossi
Jayden Andrzejewski

Kurt Ulrich
Daniel Pyykkonen
Myles Harris
Taylor Fixler

Sue Francik

John Williams
Maureen Walsh
Kyle Lefere

Ellie Guilmette

Joan Thiem

If we’ve missed listing your birthday, please contact the church office 248-541-0613




December 2025

[ J
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5)
gam 12pm 8:30am 8am
e Women’s e 150thAnn. |e Chapel e Men’s e AdventB 1lam
Bible Study | Ribbon Cutting | 10am Breakfast Candlelight |¢ AdventB
e Trustees Ceremony . 11am setup Candlelight
e Bible Study Tea
7pm 7pm e Food Pantry (Lounge)
e Elders e Advent1 7pm
Meeting WorshiP e Choir
(LH ) 8:30pm
e Bell Choir
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
8:15am gam 8:30am 8am
e Worship-C |¢ Women’s e Chapel e Men’s
9:45am Bible Study 10am Breakfast . %(fl}%(i)s(%lmas
e BibleClass |® Trustees e Bible Study 7pm . shop
& Sunday e Food Pantry 7pm e  Choir
School p 8:30pm
11am e Advent 2 -30P .
. Worship e Bell Choir
e  Worship Hymn
ing)
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
8:15am gam 8:30am 8am 7:30am
e  Worship Women’s e  Chapel e Men’s e Men’s
9:45am Bible Study 10am Breakfast ° %(;ihool—l /2 Breakfast
e BibleClass |® Trustees e BibleStudy |7P™ v 10am
Sunday i e Choir e Confirma-
School 7P 8:30pm tion
11am e Advent3 ’ . 2pm
. Worship | e Bell Choir
e  Worship -C SPRO (ﬁnl— e Lounge
dren’s Pro- Renta

e  Worship-C

21 22 23 24 25 26 27
8:15am g9am Christmas Eve Christmas Day
e Worship-C |¢ Women’s School & Church
9:45am Bible Study 5pm 10am closed
e BibleClass |® Trustees . F}alunily Wor- |e  Worship—C
& Sunda ship
Schao y e Food Pantry S
Ham e  Worship—C
e  Worship
23 29 30 31 Jan 2026 2 3
8:15am 1
e  Worship ,
9:45am School & Church | School & Church | Schoal & Church | New Year’s Day | School closed
e closed closed closed
e Bible Class School & Church
& Sunday closed
School
1lam




