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EASTER REALITY 

Dear Friends, 
 
Christ is risen! These words do not simply point to a historical 
event; they herald the birth of a new reality; for you, for me, for 
all Christians; a reality where we have been raised with Christ, 
and share in His Easter life! This reality is something that Satan 
cannot abide with, and he is always working to try and snatch it 
from us - he tries to snatch away our joy, our hope, and our love. 
So easy is it for us to lose sight of what God has done for us and think we are still 
weak, feeble, and incapable of making a difference. Below is a beautiful quote 
from Saint Cyprian of Carthage (martyred for his faith in 258 AD), where he 
writes so beautifully of what this Easter reality means for us: 
 
“…For as I myself was held in bonds by the innumerable errors of my previous 
life, from which I did not believe that I could by possibility be delivered, so I was 
disposed to acquiesce in my clinging vices; and because I despaired of better 
things, I used to indulge my sins as if they were actually parts of me, and indige-
nous to me. But after that, by the help of the water of new birth, the stain of 
former years had been washed away, and a light from above, serene and 
pure, had been infused into my reconciled heart — after that, by the agency 
of the Spirit breathed from heaven, a second birth had restored me to a 
new man — then, in a wondrous manner, doubtful things at once began to 
assure themselves to me, hidden things to be revealed, dark things to be 
enlightened, what before had seemed difficult began to suggest a means of 
accomplishment, what had been thought impossible, to be capable of be-
ing achieved; so that I was enabled to acknowledge that what previously, being 
born of the flesh, had been living in the practice of sins, was of the earth earthly, 
but had now begun to be of God, and was animated by the Spirit of holiness. You 
yourself assuredly know and recollect as well as I do what was taken away from 
us, and what was given to us by that death of evil, and that life of virtue. You 
yourself know this without my information. Anything like boasting in one's own 
praise is hateful, although we cannot in reality boast but only be grateful for 
whatever we do not ascribe to man's virtue but declare to be the gift of 
God; so that now we sin not is the beginning of the work of faith, whereas that 
we sinned before was the result of human error. All our power is of God; I say, 
of God. From Him we have life, from Him we have strength, by power derived 
and conceived from Him we do, while yet in this world, foreknow the indications 
of things to come. Only let fear be the keeper of innocence, that the Lord, who 
of His mercy has flowed into our hearts in the access of celestial grace, 
may be kept by righteous submissiveness in the home of a grateful mind, 
that the assurance we have gained may not beget carelessness, and so the 
old enemy creep upon us again.” 
 
Dear Christian, you CAN make a difference. You CAN be faithful. You CAN 
show Jesus’ love to everyone in your life. This Easter reality is one of endless 
possibilities, opportunities, and joy. And in Christ, it is yours. 
 
A blessed Eastertide to you all!     
In Christ, Vicar Hiles 
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Adult Softball Sign-Up—Church 
softball this summer is on the horizon. 
Games are played Tuesday, Wednesday 

or Thursday typically one night a week. Occa-
sionally there could be a week that we play two 
nights a week. Game nights are at Our Shepherd 
in Birmingham. The season begins in late May 
running through early August.   There is a sign up 
sheet at the Welcome Center, if you are interest-
ed in playing please sign up soon so we can de-
termine the amount of interest.  Please contact 
Chuck Brewer 586-822-8619 or brewer-
chuck10@ gmail.com with questions.  
 

Saturday Men’s Breakfast -  
All men of St. Paul and their friends and neigh-
bors are welcome to join and fellowship with oth-
er men of St. Paul on Saturday, April 20, 2024.  
Devotions, breakfast and a Bible study is always 
on the agenda. We meet in the church lounge at 
7:30 a.m. Hope you will come and join us! 
 

2024 Mackinaw  
Island Retreat  - Plan 
for October 11, 2024 -
October 13, 2024  
The Lutheran Adult Gath-
ering (LAG) is a weekend 
retreat at the Grand Hotel 

on Mackinaw Island with brothers and sisters in 
Christ who come together from around the region 
to experience worship, encouragement, educa-
tion, and time together. It is a chance to see old 
friends and meet new ones, a chance to be inten-
tional about your faith development, and a 
chance to step out of the normal busy routines to 
be refreshed and equipped for daily life.  
 
Do you need a break? Do you need encourage-
ment from fellow Christians? Do you like Macki-
nac Island? Would you like to stay at the Grand 
Hotel while the Michigan colors are in their full 
glory? Could you benefit from great times of wor-
ship and Bible study? Do you need an evening of 
laughter? If you answered yes to even a couple 
of these questions, then the Gathering is a great 
fit for you. The cost can seem daunting, but the 
sacrifice of saving $20–25 a week until the Gath-
ering will be enough to attend. Encourage other 
friends to attend with you! Maybe this weekend 
could be a great catalyst for Adult Ministry at your 
church. What a great celebration it will be when 
we gather for “New Beginnings in His Presence” 

in October 2024!  
 
What is included in the cost? The Registration fee 
and Room Reservation cost include the following: 
-Ferry to and from the island (parking fee is not 
included) -Room for Friday and Saturday nights 
at the Grand Hotel -Friday dinner, Saturday 
breakfast and dinner, Sunday breakfast -
Gathering activities and speakers.  What is not 
included in the cost? -Transportation between the 
docks and Grand Hotel (if desired) -Lunch on 
Saturday -Souvenirs and fudge...To learn more 
and to register go to: 
https://michigandistrict.org/event/lutheran-adult-
gathering-2024 
 

Need A Prayer! There is a group of individuals at 
St. Paul called Prayer Warriors, who are ready to pray 
for you! Please feel welcome to submit your prayer 
request to Chris Steiber via text/call 248-515-1983 or 
email christinemsteiber@gmail.com. All prayer  
requests will be kept confidential.  For public prayer in 
worship, please contact the church office. 
 

Mom Small Group - Whether you are an ex-
pecting, new or seasoned mom, we would love to 
invite you to join us for a night of fun, fellowship, 
and a little “me time”. The goal of this group is to 
provide a nurturing space of Godly encourage-
ment and support as we navigate the mission of 
raising children. We plan to meet on Tuesday, 
April 23 at 8:00pm in the church lounge with addi-
tional meet-ups planned throughout the year. Our 
meetups are the 4th Tuesday night of each 
month. Please text/call   Krista Zenk (989-245-
2052) or Amanda Brandt (313-319-4341) for any 
questions. We hope to see you there!  
 

Book Nook—You can choose beautiful cards 
with Scripture for your friends & family for only 50 
cents each for all occasions throughout the year. 
DYI sales: choose your items, pay cash or 
checks to Women’s Guild, deposit payment into 
the cash box attached to the brick wall next to the 
card rack. Thank you. Come check us out!  Look-
ing for help! Need someone to keep Book Nook 
updated, organized, keep cards filled etc. For 
questions call the church office, 248-541-0613. 
 

Community Food Pantry will be open 
Thursday, April 4

th
, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. All are 

welcome! 

mailto:christinemsteiber@gmail.com
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Monthly Bible Readings 
April 2024 

Three-Year Series B  

  DATE    FESTIVAL  OLD TESTAMENT PSALM EPISTLE    GOSPEL 

Apr. 7 
Second S. of Easter 

Acts 4:32–35 Psalm 148 1 John 1:1—2:2 John 20:19–31 

Apr. 14 Third S. of Easter Acts 3:11–21 Psalm 4 1 John 3:1–7 Luke 24:36–49 

Apr. 21 
Fourth S. of Easter 

Acts 4:1–12 Psalm 23 1 John 3:16–24 John 10:11–18 

Apr. 28 Fifth S. of Easter Acts 8:26–40 Psalm 150 
1 John 4:1–11 

(12–21) John 15:1–8 

Find the Bunnies Way Maze 
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E 



ministry 

 
 
 

“But now thus says the Lord, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel: ‘Fear not, 
for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine’” (Is. 43:1).  
Let’s start with a question: Of what will you be more likely to take greater care? Something you own? 
Or something that isn’t yours?  

As God plainly states through Isaiah, stewards that have been created and are being sustained by God have no 
reason to fear. Why? Because they belong to God! They are owned fully by Him. With His mighty power the Lord 
created them. By His amazing grace, He has redeemed them in the innocent suffering and death of His beloved 
Son Jesus! You, my friend in Christ, are doubly owned!  
God, as the Owner of all things by virtue of creation, sees you as a treasured possession. He promises never to 
hold out on you. He may not make you stupendously wealthy, incredibly intelligent, or dashingly beautiful. But you 
do have the sure and certain promise that God IS with you. In Word and Sacrament, our Lord dwells with you, 
giving you His gifts of life and salvation! 
As one contemplates the simple gifts our Lord gives and how we might be called to share them with the Church 
for the Gospel and our neighbors for God’s glory, we need not fear. We have His promise that He will be with us. 
For this reason, we can indeed be extravagantly generous! We have the Lord’s promise! He will not abandon us.  
The faithful stewardship and generosity to which we are called is to be a confession of our trust in His promise. It 
isn’t always easy. But this is the stewardship to which we have been called. But it isn’t about us. It is all about the 
One who owns us! In Him we believe. In Him we trust. In Him we have no reason to fear. Because of Him we are 
free to be faithful stewards of all He has. It is for His glory and our neighbor’s benefit! 
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SPOTLIGHT on STEWARDSHIP 

The act of “Thanks Living” is contagious—have you tried spreading it yet? Knowing that we have  
received all that we have from God, we can share our blessings with others in a way that demonstrates His 
love for them. Attendees who picked up a resealable “Thanks Living” bag at the Michigan District Professional 
Church Workers Conference have a head start. They are on a mission to fill their bags with items to give 
away in person while sharing the reason for “Thanks Living,” or they will write a note explaining the “Thanks 
Living” lifestyle and fill the bag with something to pay forward to someone anonymously. You can do this, 
too! Use any bag, box, bowl, bucket, etc. to share your “Thanks Living” message and send us your stories. 
We want to spread the “Thanks Living” spirit and celebrate the infectious joy it brings. 
Here are some ideas to help you get into the habit of Thanks Living: 
• Keep a gratitude journal writing down one thing you are grateful for each day and lifting up a prayer of 

thanks…Every week, write something you are thankful for in a piece of paper and put it into a thanksgiv-
ing jar; then, at the end of the year, open the jar and read all the notes 

 
And here are some ideas on how to share Thanks Living: 
• Pay for someone’s coffee in the coffee shop line 
• Invite someone to an activity or worship service at your church 
• Prepare a meal for a neighbor family or shut-in 
• Give an encouraging word or gift to someone you don’t know 
• Buy an extra bag of groceries for someone in need 
• Send a “Thankful for you” postcard out to friends/family/church members once a month 

“What it before we ever begin our Thanksgiving season, we were to start living thanks before God in a 
continual state? What if we prayerfully recognized where all things come from every day of the year? 
Even more, what if our thanksgiving was rooted not in our circumstances, but in God Himself? Giving 
thanks to God for all His blessings and provisions at Thanksgiving time is a wonderful tradition but contin-
uing this year around becomes more than tradition. It becomes a way of life, made possible by the love of 
God shown to us in Christ.”  

Camp Concordia! 
 
Don’t let your children miss the 
adventure, joy and wonder that a 
week at a Christian camp can 
bring. Camp nurtures faith inside 
of kids! Not to early to think about 

Summer Camp. Summer Overnight Christian Chil-
dren’s Camps (for grades 1-10) and family camp are 
important for the development of faith, values and life 
skills. Camp Concordia, in Gowen, MI north of Grand 
Rapids, is the overnight children’s camp in the Michi-

gan District available to everyone’s kids. Some kids 
come to find new friends and others bring friends. 
Either way, in the midst of the canoeing, swimming, 
archery, cookouts and campfire devotions, kids get to 
relate to the faith journey’s of young adults who serve 
on the Camp Concordia summer ministry staff. This is 
an opportunity for your kids, or for you to reach out to 
the children in your neighborhood or community. To 
find out more on camping registration and to read 
what parents have to say, please visit the camp’s 
website at www.campconcordia.org or call the camp 
office for more information at 616-754-3785.  

http://www.campconcordia.org/
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       The Masthead 

St. Paul Lutheran School 

100+ Years of God’s Grace 

Our Mission 

“Equip, Support, Serve and Witness Where God Calls Us!” 
 

Statement of Purpose                     
 

St. Paul Lutheran School equips children for a life of service with a foundation of 
academic, physical, spiritual, and social maturity centered around Christ Jesus. 

Mr. Chris Francik,   
Principal 

CHURCH MEMBER SCHOOL FAMILIES:   
Reminder to please record your attendance at church 
services as 50% church attendance is the minimum 
to receive member tuition.  IN-PERSON services:  
Please make it a point to fill out the regular attend-
ance card or use the kiosk at church.  With ONLINE 
SERVICES:  Just listen, record the date, and fill out 
the form at http://www.stpaulroyaloak.org/ 
attendance.  Questions can be emailed to 
boe@stpaulroyaloak.org.  
 
 
 

FUNDRAISERS: 
Kroger Community Rewards— Go online to Krog-
er.com/community rewards to create an account. 
Kroger Community Rewards makes fundraising 
easy...all you have to do is shop at Kroger and swipe 
your Plus Card! Another convenient way to support 
St. Paul. Our Organization # is HG674.  
 
Little Caesars Pizza Box Bar Codes—We continue 
to collect these bar codes found on the pizza boxes. 
Please bring them in to the church or school. The 
school gets cash towards school items we could use 
or so we can have an all-school pizza party.   

APRIL CALENDAR: 
1—8 Easter Break 
9  School Resumes’ 
11  School Dismissed at Noon-Parent/Teacher Conferences 
12  No School-Parent/Teacher Conferences 
26 School Dismissed at Noon-Teacher Inservice  
 

“Equip, Support, Serve and Witness Where God Calls Us!” 

 Holy Week and Easter are aspects of the Gospel message that 
deeply impact the students, their families, and the staff. These well-
known stories of Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem, His betrayal and 
arrest, His trials, beatings, and crucifixion, His death and burial and final-
ly His resurrection paint a stunning picture of Jesus’ purpose during His 
earthly life.  Teaching and representing these truths to the students at St. 
Paul is the teaching staff’s highest honor and greatest responsibility. 
 
 
2024-2025 School Enrollment 

  
 St. Paul is actively enrolling students in preschool through eighth 
grade.  If you know children and their families who would benefit from 
the teaching of this timeless Gospel message for our salvation as well as 
receiving an excellent academic education, please have them contact me 
at 248-546-6555 or cfrancik@stpaulroyaloak.org. 

Jesus’  
Sacrifice for All 

 1916—2024 

http://www.stpaulroyaloak.org/attendance
http://www.stpaulroyaloak.org/attendance
mailto:boe@stpaulroyaloak.org
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NOTE BITS 
 
Men’s Thursday Morning Breakfast—  Attention all 
men of the congregation! Come and join us for break-
fast and devotions at The Avenue Restaurant on 
Woodward north of 13 Mile Road, Thursday morn-
ings.  We are meeting at 8:00 a.m.  If your are retired 
or on your way to work this is a great way to start your 
day. Great group of men to fellowship with.  We hope 
to see you there! 
 
Need A Prayer! There is a group of individuals at  
St. Paul called Prayer Warriors, who are ready to 
pray for you! Please feel welcome to submit your 
prayer request to Chris Steiber via text/call 248-515-
1983 or email christinemsteiber@gmail.com. All 
prayer requests will be kept confidential.  For public 
prayer in worship, please contact the church office. 

Church Boards 
Board of Education 
Board of Elders 
Board of Evangelism 
Fund Operating  
Music Ministry 
Board of Stewardship 
Board of Trustees 
Women’s Guild 
Board of Youth 
Communications &  
Technology 
 
Prayers for our  
Homebound 
Donna Brewer 
Margaret Kuhlmann 
Irma Pope 
Charlette Schroeder 
Ralph Schroeder 
Don Storck 
Jeanette Till 

 
 

 Prayers for Military 
Eric Banker 
Mark Bowdich 
Paul Bowdich 
Trevor Guilmette 
Brandon Newton 
Brendan Sharp 
Hayden Sharp 
Tirzah VanDamme 
Jason Zuniga 
Gabrielle Zuniga 

 
 

To Add/Remove a prayer,  
please email the office at  

prodway@stpaulroyaloak.org.   

 
 
 

 

 

 

DIRECTORY & Church NOTES 

 
 

 

GIFTS GIVEN 
 

 
Financial GIFTS—You may donate to the church by giving a memo-
rial or honorarium by using the card located in the lobby. This is 
a two part card, one to go with the gift to the church and the 
other to be mailed to the family. Contact the church office, 248-
541-0613 for any questions. 

 

Address Changes 
Mrs. Dorothy Huff 
7200 Doyle Rd 
Laingsburg, MI 48848-9722 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DIRECTORY 
 

St. Paul Lutheran  202 E. Fifth Street   
Royal Oak, MI 48067 

  
 Pastor Jakob Andrzejewski 

(cell) 734-644-0059 
  revjski@stpaulroyaloak.org 

 
      Church Office            School Office  
      248-541-0613  248-546-6555 

 
        Church Fax              School Fax  
      248-541-6965  248-546-8096 

 
Church E-Mail: 

church@stpaulroyaloak.org 
 

School E-Mail: 
school@stpaulroyaloak.org  

 
Facebook:  

www.facebook.com/stpaulroyaloak 
 

Website:   
www.stpaulroyaloak.org 

 
(Please contact Steven Carpenter at scarpenter@stpaulroyaloak.org  
to request a communication, print publication or new web project for the 
website. Submit your news, story, recap, event, or photo and it'll be  

BIBLE CLASSES   
 

Sunday Bible Classes 9:45 am    
Sunday Class   w/Pastor Andrzejewski (lounge) 
    
Weekday Bible Classes     
 

Monday 9:00am Women’s Bible Class (lounge),   
3rd Tuesday 7:00pm Young Adults (Faith Formation)  
4th Tuesday 8:00pm Mom Small Group (lounge) 
Wednesday 10:00am w/Pastor Andrzejewski, (lounge) 
Thursday 8:00am Men’s Breakfast at the Avenue 
   Restaurant (Woodward, N of 13 mi) 
3rd Saturday, 7:30am Men’s Monthly Breakfast Study, 
   (lounge) 
 

PRAYERS 

mailto:christinemsteiber@gmail.com
mailto:slutheranscho113880@comcast.net
mailto:scarpenter@stpaulroyaloak.org


If we’ve missed listing your birthday, please contact the church office 248-541-0613 

 

1 Logan Hansen 

 Darren Sipila 

 Julie Thomas 

 Scott Wrosch 

2 Parker  Bowlds 

 Angela Harris 

 Antonio Mace 

3 Richard Baker 

 Maya Ferguson 

 Megan  Paulsen 

4 Charles Calhoun 

 Jane Lawrence 

5 Delilah Tierney 

6 Matthew Canfield 

 Julia Ciccone 

 Brendan Shaw 

7 Nicole Cline 

8 Tom Anderson 

 Somer Beebe 

 Paula Cook 

9 Carter Bock 

 Jacob Jasmund 

 Dana Laughlin 

 Zach Lorence 

10 Declan Lorence 

 Mia Pardo 

11 Haley Hoemke 

 Susan Jasmund 

 Anna Rosenzweig 

 Paxton Wiggins 

 

12 Diana Bachleda 

 Charles Eising 

 Amy Haney 

 Jackston Lorence 

13 Evelyn  Bergman 

 Terri Gloomis 

14 Carolyn Brown 

 Katherine Jones 

 Darrel Martin 

 Rich Ohngren 

15 Christopher Gillespie 

 Amanda Hodgson 

 Pamela Stasko 

16 Daniel Witsil 

18 Grace Krzeminski 

 Olivia Schley-Pierce 

19 Jennifer Ball 

 Audrey Garcia 

20 Cheryl Dirkse 

 Liliana Szerdi 

21 Sydney Harris 

22 Kevin Bachert 

 James Hermann 

 Kinsley Kiekbusch 

23 Susan Beyerlein 

 Leanne Mangold 

 Christopher Szerdi 

24 Iris Louwers 

25 Tyler Morey 

26 Susanna Schneider 

 Stockton Wiggins 

27 Daniel Bachleda 

 Mavis Ferguson 

 Mayla Moelich 

28 Nathan Schley 

 Kathleen Thomas 

29 Lena Brown 

 Jodi Mueller 

 Bonnie  Pioch 

30 Judith Holeton 

 Hailie Mitchell 



 


