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(Easter vigil is usually celebrated on the Saturday before Easter  
Sunday around sunset which marked the beginning of the next day in 
Jewish cultureé The next day being the Sunday of our Lordôs resur-
rectioné The basis for an Easter vigil service comes from Luke 24:1
-3 where Jesus was raised sometime before the dawning of the sun.)

  
 
Daniel 3:24-25 
Then King Nebuchadnezzar was astonished and rose up in haste. He declared to 
his counselors, ñDid we not cast three men bound into the fire?ò They answered 
and said to the king, ñTrue, O king.ò He answered and said, ñBut I see four men 
unbound, walking in the midst of the fire, and they are not hurt; and the appear-
ance of the fourth is like a son of the gods.ò (For context see Daniel 3:1-30) 
 
Reflection 
On Easter vigil there are many readings. Each tells of a salvific work of our God 
and Father for His people. One reading that just sticks out is this account of the 
fiery furnace. This is just a great account to read from beginning to end, so I en-
courage reading the context also, but the specific section in Daniel 3:24-25 in-
cludes something that I have never recognized nor seen before. Shadrach, Me-
shach, and Abednego were bound by strong men from the kingôs army before they 
were thrown into the fiery furnace (a furnace that was heated to 7x its usual heat). 
The furnace killed the mighty men that threw these three men into the furnace so 
that they landed on the ground of the furnace because of their bindings.  
 
That is not the end of the story though because King Nebuchadnezzar was aston-
ished to see something in the furnace. He didnôt see three people in the furnace 
trying to get out, nor were they struggling with their bindings whether it was rope 
or chain. It also does not mention that he heard them cry out in pain. What Nebu-
chadnezzar finds astonishing is that there were not three but four men, and these 
men were not bound by anything. His astonishment likely continued because they 
were not grappling to get out of the fire nor escape the heat, but they were walking 
in the midst of the fire without crying out in pain.  
 
The fourth person in the fiery furnace has the unusual characteristic of having the 
appearance ñlike a son of the godsò. The Lord delivered these three faithful men 
from the flames so that the only thing that the flame consumed was their binding of 
rope or chain.  
 
Godôs judgment on the Last Day will be with fire (Isaiah 66:15-16a; Zephaniah 
1:14-18), but, when we are with Jesus in faith, we will be like Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abednego who were saved out of the flame. We will pass through the fire, but 
the fire will have no power over us (Malachi 4:1-2). Though the fire of God burns 
the chaff, His people will be saved and refined through the fire that will burn away 
every impurity in us (Isaiah 1:25; Isaiah 48:9-11; Malachi 3:2-3, 6; 1 Peter 1:3-9). 
All that will be left for us is the righteousness of Christ (Is. 43:1-3; Romans 6; 1 
Corinthians 15:50-58). Thanks be to Him who gives us eternal life by His resurrec-
tion so that we too may have salvation from the judgment of sin!  
 
Hallelujah! He is risen! He is risen indeed! Hallelujah!       
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MAY SPECIAL               
POINTS OF INTEREST 

 

Ascension Worship  

Memorial Weekend 

Motherôs Day 

National Day of Prayer 

Youth Confirmation Sharing of Faith 
and Confirmation Sunday  

 

 

 

REV. JAKOB ANDRZEJEWSKI 

Vicar Zachary Staehr 
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Monthly Bible Readings   

 
Friday, May 12 is the Sharing of Faith service at 5:00 p.m. for our  

confirmands. Everyone is invited to attend this special service program.  

On Sunday, May 14 we will be confirming these youth in the 11:00 a.m. worship  

service. They will make their vows and take the Lordôs life-giving body and blood 
through First Holy Communion.  Please join us in welcoming our new confirmed 
members! Reception in the lounge follows service. 
 

Our 2023 Confirmands 
 

 

RO Memorial Day Parade  
Monday, May 29th @ 9:00 a.m. 

 
The parade begins at  Main Street 
and Lincoln and will proceed north. 
The parade has been held on  
Memorial Day for several decades 
as a respectful tribute to our veter-
ans ï past and present.   
For more information, visit us at  
romi.gov/parade  

School/Church will be closed 

May 29, 2022 

SEASON   DATE    FESTIVAL  FIRST READING  PSALM EPISTLE    GOSPEL 

  May 7 Fifth S. of Easter 
Acts 6:1ï9; 
7:2a, 51ï60 

Psalm 146 1 Peter 2:2ï10 John 14:1ï14 

  May 14 Sixth S. of Easter Acts 17:16ï31 Psalm 66:8ï20 1 Peter 3:13ï22 John 14:15ï21 

  May 18 
The Ascension of 
Our Lord 

Acts 1:1ï11 Psalm 47 Eph. 1:15ï23 Luke 24:44ï53 

  May 21 Seventh S. of Easter Acts 1:12ï26 Psalm 68:1ï10 1 Peter 4:12ï19; 
5:6ï11 John 17:1ï11 

PENTECOST May 28 The Day of Pentecost Num. 11:24ï30 Psalm 25:1ï15 Acts 2:1ï21 John 7:37ï39 

http://romi.gov/parade
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Nowôs the time! Donôt 
let your children miss the 
adventure, joy and wonder 
that a week at a Christian 
camp can bring. Camp nur-

tures faith inside of kids! Sign up your children for 
Summer Camp. Summer Overnight Christian Chil-
drenôs Camps (for grades 1-10) are important for the 
development of faith, values and life skills. Camp 
Concordia, in Gowen, MI north of Grand Rapids, is 
the overnight childrenôs Lutheran camp in the Michi-
gan District available to everyoneôs kids. Some kids 
come to find new friends and others bring friends. Ei-
ther way, in the midst of the canoeing, swimming, ar-
chery, cookouts and campfire devotions, kids get to 
relate to the faith journeyôs of young adults who serve 
on the Camp Concordia summer ministry staff. This is 
an opportunity for your kids, or for you to reach out to 
the children in your neighborhood or community. To 
find out more on camping registration and to read 
what parents have to say, please visit the campôs 
website at www.campconcordia.org or call the camp 
office for more information at 616-754-3785.  
 

Adult Softball Sign-UpðChurch 
softball this summer is on the horizon. 
Games are played Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday 
typically one night a week. Occasionally there could 
be a week that we play two nights a week. Game 
nights are at Our Shepherd in Birmingham. The sea-
son begins in late May running through early August.   
There is a sign up sheet at the Welcome Center, if 
you are interested in playing please sign up soon so 
we can determine the amount of interest.  Please con-
tact Chuck Brewer 586-822-8619 or brewerchuck10@ 
gmail.com with questions.  

 

Operation Layetteôs  
Coming May25 @ 7:00 P.M. 

 
What is Operation Layettes?  The Council 
of Lutheran Women collects layette 
(infant) items to give to various organiza-
tions in the Detroit area which assist preg-
nant women in need.  

     In the past, many layettes assembled by the mem-
bers of St. Paul, Royal Oak, are delivered to various 
organizations such as; Image of God Pregnancy Cen-
ter of Detroit, a pro-life advocacy program that helps 
women in crisis with spiritual and physical needs, as 
well as Compassion Pregnancy, Peace in Detroit, and 
St. Josephôs Hospital in Pontiac.  
     You may donate baby items throughout the year. 
Types of donations accepted are: Onesies and sleep-
ers (3-6 months); receiving blankets; cloth diapers; 
socks and booties; sweater sets (knit or fleece); baby 

lotion; bottles; infant toys.  
     Everyone is invited to attend Operation Layette's  
assembly evening.  We begin at 7:00 p.m. in the 
church lounge. Stop by for a few minutes, a couple of 
hours, or just pop in to find out what it's all about.  
Questions, please call Pam Stasko at 248-544-8390. 
 
 

Happy Mothers Day  
May 14, 2023 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Attention High School & 
College Grads!! 
We are preparing to create a display 
board for all our youth who are gradu-
ating this year and hoping to get pic-
tures of our graduates with name, 
school name and degree (if college) and (if high 
school) your name, school name, graduation date and 
if planned college name you will be attending. Please 
turn these into the church office or email them to 
prodway@stpaulroyaloak.org. Photos will be returned 
per your request. Thank you. 
 

Saturday Menôs Breakfast -  
All men of St. Paul and their friends and neighbors 
are welcome to join and fellowship with other men of 
St. Paul on Saturday, May 20, 2023.  
Devotions, breakfast and a Bible study is always on 
the agenda. We meet in the church lounge at 7:30 a.m. 
Hope you will come and join us! 

http://www.campconcordia.org/
tel:248-544-8390
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Stewardship Spotlight  
 

The Gift of the Gospel 
 
ñFor this reason, I, Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentilesðassuming 
that you have heard of the stewardship of Godôs grace that was given to me for you, how 
the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I have written brieflyò  
(Eph. 3:1ï3).  

 
 There is that word: stewardship. It is a word that so many Christian people balk at. In fact, it isnôt really a 
joke that when the word ñstewardshipò is mentioned in church, men guard their wallets and women clutch their 
purses. The Church has earned this response. Over the generations, the Church has allowed the word steward-
ship to become equated with the financial resources necessary to compensate staff and pay bills.  
 
So, as we consider simple gifts, does it surprise you that Paul would willingly talk about stewardship with the peo-
ple of Ephesus? Notice what He isnôt talking about: money. What Paul is talking about is REAL stewardship, which 
deals with stewardship of Godôs grace. That is the Gospel of Jesus Christ!  
The greatest gift that our Lord has given us to steward is the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Truthfully, it is the ONLY gift 
we are given to steward. How you are led by God to steward the resources entrusted to you by God are to be 
stewarded for the sake of the Gospel. How you use your stuff tells a great deal about what you think of the Gospel. 
If your stuff is used to help your family, friends, congregation and community to better understand the Gospel, you 
are a faithful steward. If it is about you and your comforts, or even their comforts, that isnôt faithful stewardship.  
 
This perspective is helpful. It also causes us some grief. None of us are always faithful in our stewardship for the 
sake of the Gospel. What Paul calls us to in these words is repentance. Today we ask the Lord to work in and 
through our stewardship so that the people around us will KNOW about our stewardship of the Gospel as individu-
als and as a congregation. 

From Simple Gifts ï a devotional series on Stewardship provided by the LCMS.  

What a privilege we have to come before God's throne of grace in prayer for our Na-
tion! Please consider participating in a time of prayer with our school and church 
family on Thursday, May 4, at 12:00 Noon in the church sanctuary. The National Day 
of Prayer theme is based on James 5:16, "The effective, fervent prayer of a right-
eous man avails much." The prayer guide inserted in this week's bulletin is a great 
resource to use in your daily prayers for our Nation. 

Ascension Worship 
The Ascension of Our Lord, which occurred 40 days after Jesus Christ rose from the 
dead on Easter, is the final act of our redemption that Christ began on Good Friday. On 
this day, the risen Christ, in the sight of His apostles, ascended bodily into Heaven.  On 
Thursday, May 18 worship with us at 7:00 p.m. with Holy Communion for the Ascension 
of Our Lord.  Following the service is an Ice Cream Social presented by St. Paul School 
Staff. 

 

SPRO Youth Events   May-June 2023 

Sunday, May 7th ï Lunch and bowling after late service ï join us at Bowlero Lanes (4209 Coolidge 
Hwy) for lunch and two games of bowling ï grades 6-12 ï no money needed for lunch or bowling. 
RSPV to Carrie (info below) by 4/30/23. 12:30-2:30pm - please arrange for transportation. 

 

Sunday, June 4th ï Letôs welcome the new confirmands to senior high youth Bible study! Weôll have break-
fast and meet in the confirmation room for games and Bible study. 9:30am ï all youth & confirmands wel-
come.  As always, bring a friend to any of these events!  For additional information or questions, please 
text or email Carrie Smith (smithcarrie5@yahoo.com ï (248) 990-5414) or Sue Francik at suefran-
cik@gmail.com - (502) 381-3597). 
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https://www.learnreligions.com/easter-in-the-catholic-church-542486
https://www.learnreligions.com/what-is-good-friday-p2-700773
mailto:smithcarrie5@yahoo.com
mailto:suefrancik@gmail.com
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