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Unshakable Assurance  

St. Paul Lutheran Church and School 

     Church Office: 248-541-0613 & School Office: 248-546-6555 

The Book of Concord. Ever heard of it? Not many people have. And even 
for those who have heard of it, they’ve never really read it. Do I blame 
them? I can’t. I was one of those people not too long ago. If you blow the 
dust off the cover, crack open the 10-pound book, take one peek inside, 
you’ll notice very quickly why you haven’t read it cover to cover. It’s not 
necessarily the best drama. It’s not a thriller. There’s not even a plot. If 
you’re looking for stories as dramatic as William Shakespeare or as mag-
ical as Harry Potter, you won’t find it here. If you’re looking for why    
Lutherans are what they are, you’ve got it all right here. It is infinitely 
more valuable than any other book you’ve read before (with the excep-
tion of Holy Scripture, of course). Why? Because over 500 years ago, the 
Lord used certain men in a certain time to preach and teach the truth of 
His Word during a time when it was being used and abused for earthly 
gain. The authority of the Word of God reigned. And within this exposi-
tion of God’s Word, you’ll find many incredible statements of faith from 
our Lutheran forefathers. Here is one of them: “Your faith means that 
you rely firmly upon God with unshakable assurance and trust, holding 
on to this assurance in every difficulty and tribulation.”   

Those words just ooze out confidence and boldness. Isn’t that the whole 
idea? Can’t we be confident and bold in our God? As much as we want to 
exude confidence and boldness, it can be really hard to. Have you ever 
had an “unshakable” faith? Have you always held on to this assurance in 
every difficulty and tribulation? I certainly have not. And I know I’m not 
alone- Moses didn’t want to serve God at first. He was too worried about 
what to say and how to say it. The entire nation of Israel certainly had 
their doubts (so much so that they were stranded in the wilderness until 
the next generation followed!). The disciples scattered on the night in 
which Jesus was betrayed. The great Pilgrims of Scripture did not have 
unshakable assurance- and yet, regardless of how weak they might have 
been, God was even stronger. Every time they fell, God raised them up. 
Every time they went astray, God herded them back in. Every time the 
earth shook around them with chaos, heartache, and misery, God gave 
them an unshakable hope. And he will undeniably do this for you too! 
Peter writes in 2 Peter 2- “3 His divine power has granted to us all things 
that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of him who 
called us to his own glory and excellence, 4 by which he has granted to us 
his precious and very great promises…”.  

“Equip, Support, Serve, Witness Where God Calls Us!” 
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3 John 1:4: “I have no greater joy than to hear that 
my children walk in truth.” 
 

Decisions made today will affect the future of your 
child, even if they are made shortsightedly. They will 
bring you pain or bring you glory. The purpose of 
parenting is to leave a biblical legacy.  Deuteronomy 
6:6 talks about the legacy of God’s law by exhorting 
you to first commit wholeheartedly to the command-
ments of God then repeat them again, and again to 
your children. You as a father have a distinct and 
important role in the lives and futures of your little 
ones. 
 

A godly father delights in, loves, corrects, instructs,  
disciplines, provides for, leads and contributes a leg-
acy to his children. It is for any one or all of these 
attributes that we honor our courageous fathers.  
 

Happy Fathers Day! 

 

Operation Layette’s  
Thursday, June 3 @ 7:00 P.M. 

 
What is Operation Layettes?  This is a 
Council of Lutheran Women program. We  collect  
layette (infant) items to give to various organizations in 
the Detroit area which assist pregnant women and 
their families in need.  
     In the past, many layettes assembled by the mem-
bers of St. Paul, Royal Oak, are delivered to various 
organizations such as; Image of God Pregnancy Cen-
ter of Detroit, a pro-life advocacy program that helps 
women in crisis with spiritual and physical needs, as 
well as Compassion Pregnancy, Peace in Detroit, and 
St. Joseph’s Hospital in Pontiac.  
     You may donate baby items throughout the year. 
Types of donations accepted are: Onesies and sleep-
ers (3-6 months); receiving blankets; cloth diapers; 
socks and booties; sweater sets (knit or fleece); baby 
lotion; bottles; infant toys.  
     Everyone is invited to attend Operation Layette's 
assembly evening and we will practice our church’s 
protocol with the CDC guidelines. We begin at 7:00 
p.m. in the church lounge. Stop by for a few minutes, a 
couple of hours, or just pop in to find out what it's all 
about.  Questions, please call Pam Stasko at (313) 
418-1152. 

Spotlight on Stewardship— 
The weeks after Easter are fantastic time of the year!   Warmer weather starts to settle in.  The days are 
longer, the world turns greener.  It is simply wonderful to see the world around us renewing itself.  The 
weeks after Easter are a great time in the church year too!  They lead into celebrations like Pentecost and 

events like Confirmation.  Both provide awesome opportunities for us to reflect on our faithfulness.      
     It is exciting to recall that before Jesus’ Ascension, He promised the disciples that they will not be alone in their mis-
sion to spread the Word.  This promise came to pass in Acts 2, when “suddenly there came from heaven a sound like a 
mighty rushing wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. And divided tongues as of fire appeared to 
them and rested[a] on each one of them.  And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other 
tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance.”  What a vivid and astonishing telling of the Holy Spirit coming to be with the 
disciples.  Imagine how their faith was strengthened and the confidence it provided as they spread out proclaiming the 
Gospel.  The Holy Spirit is always with us too, working in us, fortifying our faith.   
     Just before Pentecost this past month, St. Paul welcomed 4 new confirmands into our family.  Through the study of 
the Word and Catechism, the confirmands better understood the beliefs we share.   Confirmation is a fantastic reminder 
for all of us about our baptism and our own confirmation.  We can look back and see how we have grown in faith through 
these early spiritual milestones.  However, Confirmation is not the culmination of our spiritual learning.  It helps kickstart 
the beginning of the rest of our lives in which we live our faith.  We share it.  We show it.  Through our words, actions, 
generosity, and caring, people around us will come to know we are living faithful lives which in turn can spark the oppor-
tunity for the Holy Spirit work in and through them.   
     There is a good example of a faithful young man in our church who, over the past couple of years, has shared his 
faith through his service.  Craig Rinkus took on an integral part of leading the confirmation classes this year.  Back in the  
summer of 2020, Pastor Andrzejewski approached Craig about potentially sharing teaching responsibilities for confirma-
tion.  They knew each other from seminary and their relationship opened the door for this opportunity.  Craig accepted.   
He referenced his own confirmation experience to connect to and teach the confirmands.  The process made him reflect 
on his faith and he learned from the confirmands.  From Sunday classes, to preparation of verses and faith statements, 
the public examination, Craig was there, collaborating with Pastor and guiding his class toward confirmation.   
Craig’s service at St. Paul is not limited to teaching the Confirmation class.  You may see him assisting with the screens 
in early service.  Craig also leads the Young Adult Bible studies.  St. Paul is blessed to have members like Craig, who 
are equipped in ways to support specific needs of the church.  
     Whether it is the celebration of Pentecost, sharing in the experience of young folks being confirmed and taking com-
munion for the first time, or witnessing our St. Paul members like Craig, using their talents and interests to support the 
rest of us and the community, there is always something we can be encouraged by through church that can help us grow 
in our faith and bolster our faithfulness.   
 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/3%20John%201.4
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Deut%206.6
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Deut%206.6


Page 3 The Masthead 

ministry 

EVENTS & PROGRAMS 
 
Saturday Men’s Breakfast -  

All men of St. Paul and their friends 
and neighbors are welcome to join 
and fellowship with other men of St. 
Paul on Saturday, June 19.  
Devotions, breakfast and a Bible 
study is always on the agenda. Hope 
you will come and join us! 
 
June Collection for  
‘Operation Christmas Child’   
To get a head start through the year, 
we will be collecting a different item 
each month needed for the shoebox 
gifts. Please note we are not collect-
ing shoe boxes yet; we will let you 
know when, but we are collecting  
T-Shirts (all sizes) for the month of 
June. These items may be placed in 
the wood box located in the coa-
troom in the lobby.  You may also 
wrap shoeboxes in Christmas paper 
and drop off.  Please wrap lid sepa-
rate from box bottom. Thank you. 
 
OFF-CAMPUS EVENTS 
 

Camp Concordia 
Children from St. 
Paul will be attend-
ing Camp Concor-
dia (the Lutheran 

overnight children’s camp) for a week 
this summer?  For sixty plus sum-
mers hundreds of parents have trust-
ed Concordia Camp with their chil-
dren.  They’ll bring home a growing 
Christian faith, new-found friends, 
increased self-confidence and skills, 
lived-out values, and a suitcase-full 
of life-long memories!   So, parents 
so plan you and your children’s sum-
mer camp programs now!  Camp 
Concordia is located in Gowen, MI, 
about 45 minutes north of Grand 
Rapids on the beautiful Woodbeck 
chain of lakes. Many programs are 
offered, including weekend family 
camps and summer week long 
camps for children of all ages. Sum-
mer overnight camp sessions are 
available for children heading into 
grades 1-8 in 2021/22 school year. 
Go online at to 
www.campconcordia.org and find out 
about their summer camp programs 
today or call 616-754-3785.  
 
 

Walk for Life at the DETROIT ZOO!  
Saturday, July 24, 2021  
We are excited to announce that the 
Walk for Life will be meeting at the 
Detroit Zoo this year to help raise 
funds for CareNet of Berkley/Detroit!  
It is our long term goal to create a 
Walk for Life that unites the entire 
pregnancy center community across 
Metro Detroit.  Walk For Life is a fun, 
family-focused celebration of LIFE! It 
is the most important walk you will 
ever walk because of the impact it 
will have on saving lives!  Money 
raised during our annual WFL im-
pacts thousands of women, families 
and teens in our community and be-
yond each year. Whether our client is 
a mother-to-be facing an unplanned 
pregnancy, a family wishing to deliv-
er their baby in a loving, medical  
environment, a  teenager who is 
learning the impact of their choices 
on their future, or a single mother 
looking for a place to call home – we 
are here to support these precious 
lives and help lead them toward a 
bright future. 
Funds raised help to underwrite 
these free services: Pregnancy tests, 
ultrasounds, Parenting Program, 
Man2Man program, Baby Boutique, 
maternity clothing, abortion recovery 
series, and youth development pro-
grams in our local schools. Your 
steps DO make a difference for LIFE! 
To help raise awareness and funds 
to help moms and dads or for more 
information to register and time start, 
please go online and visit 
www.carenetberkleydetroit.org/ 
events/walk-for-life 
 
NOTES 
 

To Celebrate Pastor     
Andrzejewski’s One Year 
Installation  Anniversary 
on June 28th,  St. Paul 
Church and School would 
like to gift a special Chasu-
ble (a sleeveless outer 
vestment) for Pastor. The 

garment will take 6-8 weeks to craft 
and is tailored specially for him by 
hand. We are so thankful that God 
placed Pastor here at St. Paul Royal 
Oak to shepherd HIS flock.  If you 
are interested in donating money  

towards this gift, please bring your 
donation to the church or school   
office labeled “Gift for Pastor”. Make 
your check payable to St. Paul     
Lutheran Church. Thank you. 

 
Check Out Our High School &  
College Grads display board in the 
church lobby. Please pray for our 
youth as new adventures await them, 
that they continue to stay in their faith 
and continue to serve their Lord and 
Savior, wherever life takes them. 

KIDS KORNER 
COLOR ME 
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St Paul  

Current Protection  

Guidelines 

 
 
 

 

Attention Men of St. Paul! Since 1946,  
laymen of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod have 
gathered annually at Camp Arcadia for fellowship, 
recreation, relaxation, and most importantly praising 
God and growing their faith. Whether you are a first 
timer or returning, you are invited to this multigener-
ational retreat.  Special contributions as well as Sun-
day’s worship offering will be sent to Lutheran Hour 
Ministries. This years Guest Speaker:  Rev. Dr.  
Michael Zeigler.  He began serving with Lutheran 
Hour Ministries as Speaker of The Lutheran Hour in 
October 2018. Prior to that, he served as pastor of 
Epiphany Lutheran Church and assistant pastor at 
Timothy Lutheran Church, both in St. Louis. Before 
becoming a pastor, he served as an aircraft mainte-
nance officer in the Air Force. 
 
Activities begin at check-in Thursday night with a 
Welcome reception and continue through the week-
end including a golf game on Friday and the annual 
Softball game on Saturday.   For more information 
on the weekend contact Camp Arcadia @ 231-889-
4361 or go online to camp-arcadia.com or watch 
the news & notes and upcoming mastheads for fur-
ther information. Date of weekend retreat: Septem-
ber 9—12, 2021. 
——————————————————————— 

 
Our Uganda Missionary, Rachel Meyer  
Graduates with her Masters of Arts in Religion 
from online courses through Concordia University  
Chicago. Check out her current newsletter on the 
bulletin board in the lobby. Wish her congrats at  
Rachel.Meyer@lcms.org. 

As of May 18, 2021, St. Paul Lutheran Church will be 
adjusting the mask policy according to the latest      
update from the CDC and Governor Whitmer. Please 
see below for the most current safety protocols and 
expectations-  
 
1. Safety Protocol 
a. We will continue to encourage the sick,              

compromised, and those who are uncomfortable to 
stay home and watch our Livestream worship      
service.  

b. Masks will now be optional for those who have been 
fully vaccinated. In order to be considered fully   
vaccinated, you must have: 

i. 2 weeks after your second dose in a 2-dose series, 
such as the Pfizer or Moderna vaccines, or 

ii. 2 weeks after a single-dose vaccine, such as    
Johnson & Johnson’s Janssen vaccine. 

c. Green tape will still mark the pews to encourage 
social distancing.  

d. The Lutheran Service Books, attendance cards, and 
pencils are placed back into the pews.  

e. We will leave the offering plates in the narthex until 
further notice. You may still drop off your envelopes 
there and/or submit your offerings online. Please 
drop your completed attendance card in the plate in 
the narthex as you leave. 

2. Communion 
a. The Sacrament of the Altar will still be prepared fol-

lowing CDC safety protocols for food preparation.  
b. We will maintain the “continuous line” method for 

distributing the Lord’s Supper.  
c. For those who have been fully vaccinated, you are 

not required to wear a mask as you approach the 
Lord’s table.  

d. Pastor Andrzejewski and the elders assisting him 
will be wearing a mask as they distribute the       
elements.  

e. The common cup will still be suspended until further 
notice  

REMEMBER, REJOICE,  

RENEW 

     First Reading  New Testament Psalm       Gospel 

  
June 6 
(Prop. 5) 

Second S. a. Pentecost Gen. 3:8–15 Ps. 130 2 Cor. 4:13—5:1 Mark 3:20–35 

  June 13 
(Prop. 6) Third S. a. Pentecost Ezek. 17:22–24 Psalm 1 

2 Cor. 5:1–10 
(11–17) 

Mark 4:26–34 

  
June 20 
(Prop. 7) 

Fourth S. a. Pentecost Job 38:1–11 Psalm 124 2 Cor. 6:1–13 Mark 4:35–41 

  
June 27 
(Prop. 8) 

Fifth S. a. Pentecost Lam. 3:22–33 Psalm 30 
2 Cor. 8:1–9, 
13–15 

Mark 5:21–43 

Monthly Bible Readings   
LCMS Series B 
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SCHOOL MINISTRY 

St. Paul Lutheran School 
100+ Years of God’s Grace 

 

Our Mission 
“Equip, Support, Serve, Witness Where God Calls Us!” 

 

Our Statement of Purpose                     
 

St. Paul Lutheran School equips children for a life of service with a foundation of academic, 
physical, spiritual, and social maturity centered around Christ Jesus. 

REGISTRATION FOR 2021-2022  
We are accepting registration for the next school year 
(2021-2022). If you have any questions or want to enroll 
your child(ren) in our school, please contact the school 
office at 248-546-6555.  Current families, in order to re-
enroll, please fill out a Re-enrollment Form and a Smart 
Tuition Form and return it with your check to the school 
office.  Please note:  Registration cannot be accepted if 
your tuition is not current.   
Registration Fees (K - 8th Grade):  $400  
Our Preschool Registration Fee is $130.   
Registration Fees are non-refundable. 
   

CALENDAR 
 
June  6 -  PK Graduation 
June 10 -  School Picnic—On school grounds this year 
 8th Grade Graduation 
June 11 - Closing Chapel 
 1/2 day School Dismissed for Summer Vacation  
 
 
  See what were talking about... 

  Follow us on FACEBOOK at 
  Facebook.com/stpaullutheranroyaloak 

Congratulations St. Paul Graduates 

 “It’s hard to believe…” is a familiar cliché this time of year.  It’s hard to believe the school year is almost over.  It’s 
hard to believe the kids have grown so much.  For some, it’s hard to believe that eight grades have fled by so quickly 
and that kindergarten is over, and the kids are ready for the “big time.” 
 It’s hard to believe that God sent His divine Son to earth to suffer and die for our benefit.  It’s equally hard to be-
lieve that Jesus was willing to suffer so much for us.  And it’s hard to believe He would use His limitless power to wipe 
out our sins.  Why?  He loves us.  Pure and simple.  Jesus loves us.  (This we know.)  That was the message taught to 
your children over the past years in our Lutheran school.  They may struggle with their ABCs, long division, and metric 
measurement.  They might forget the names of the presidents and the order of the planets.  They may confuse their hom-
ophones, mangle their metaphors, or accidentally dangle their participles.  But by the power of the Holy Spirit we pray 
they will never lose faith in the most important information ever given them:  Jesus took away their sins.   
 May your children ever treasure their faith, and may they always believe the hard-to-believe and almost too-good-to-
be-true Gospel message of their salvation through Jesus.  Plan to include worship whether you’re at home or away this 
Summer.  One reason vacation spots are so interesting is that they involve seeing and experiencing something other than 
your normal routine.  So visit a church if you’re out of town.  We, as much or even more than our children need to regu-
larly hear the Gospel message of forgiveness as through faith in Christ who died on the cross for our sins and rose again, 
proclaiming victory over death. 
 
May God bless you as we end another school year and look forward to another. Have a safe summer! 

Landen Cutler 

Adriana Mesa-Rodriguez 
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GIFTS GIVEN 
St. Paul Church 
In honor of Clara Lictenberg by M/M Gary Scott 
 
In memory of Helen Calhoun by Clara Lichtenberg 
 
In memory of Elva Rosenzweig by M/M Bob Rutledge  
 
St. Paul School 
In memory of Beth Manteuffel by Clara Lictenberg 
 
In memory of Helen Calhoun by M/M Bob Rutledge, 
  M/M Chester Limbaugh, Jane Butala, M/M David Hemming 

 

MEMBER CHANGES 
Address: Mr. Arthur Peludat, 2766 Renshaw Dr., Troy, MI  48089 
 
BAPTISMS Date Parents 
Lucas Scott Blackwell 05-23-2021 Anthony & Erica (Upcott) Blackwell 

Anthony J. Bashore, Jr. 05-29-2021 (Adult)  

 

YOUTH CONFIRMATION May 16, 2021 
Kelsey Anne Milz 

Nathan Edward Petri 

Viktor David Duynslager Sagan 

Nigel Henry Smith 

 
 
 
 
 

Church NOTES 

Church & School News 

“The Masthead” &  

“The Viking” 

or Visit our website 

www.stpaulroyaloak.org  

 

Directory 
 

  Pastor Jakob Andrzejewski 
(cell) 734-644-0059 

  revjski@stpaulroyaloak.org 
 

Church Office  
248-541-0613 

  
School Office  
248-546-6555 

 
Church Fax  

248-541-6965 
  

School Fax  
248-546-8096 

 
Church E-Mail: 

   prodway@ 
stpaulroyaloak.org 

 
School E-Mail: 

   slutheranscho113880@ 
comcast.net  

 

Facebook:  
facebook.com/stpaulroyaloak 

 
Web:  

www.stpaulroyaloak.org 
 
 

Prayers 
 
Church Boards 
Board of Education 
Board of Elders 
Board of Evangelism 
Fund Operating  
Music Ministry 
Board of Stewardship 
Board of Trustees 
Women’s Guild 
Board of Youth 
Communications &    
  Technology 
 
 

Prayers for our  
Homebound 
Marion Havrilla 
Leona Jackson 
Donna McMinn 
Art Peludat 
Charlette Schroeder 
Ralph Schroeder 
Kathleen Ulrich 
Don  Whitbeck 

  
 Prayer for our Missionary 
 Rachel Meyer in Uganda 

 
Prayers for Military 
Eric Banker 
Mark Bowdich 
Paul Bowdich 
Matthew Canfield 
Sam Eskew 
Brandon Newton 
Brendan Sharp 

Hayden Sharp 
Joe VanDamme 
Tirzah VanDamme 
Jason Zuniga 
Gabrielle Zuniga 

 
 
 
 

To Add/Remove a prayer, please 
email the office at prodway@ 

stpaulroyaloak.org.   

VOTER’S MEETING 
Business Meeting 

 

June 27 we are planning to have a 
regular voter’s meeting following the 

late service at 12:30 p.m. 
 

If you would like to be a voting 
member, pick up a Bylaws and  

Constitution booklet in the church 
office and sign up at this meeting. 

mailto:slutheranscho113880@comcast.net
mailto:slutheranscho113880@comcast.net


01 John Meagher 

 Gabriel Ohngren 

02 Jakob Andrzejewski 

 Jack Ulrich 

03 Sage Smith 

04   Gary Maloney 

 Carol Messer 

05 Sean Hill 

06 John Beyerlein 

07 Robert Moelich 

12 Fay Brown 

 Karen Charnawskas 

14  Marilyn Guettler 

15  Elsey Lefere 

   Isabella Martin 

16   Ayden Hertz 

 Crew Valdes 

17    Joy Keller 

18     Susan Mickhail 

19  Gay Eskew 

 Mila Jackson 

20   Will Schley 

21   Laura Zeile 

22    Rachel Harris 

 Connie Moulis 

23     Logan Ball 

 Violet Shooltz 

25     Henry Dodson (Newell) 

  Elizabeth Kienman 

 Jim Owens 

 Lily Paul 

27     Matthew Bock 

 William Lichtenberg 

 Julie Smyth 

28     Noah Martin 

29  Eric Pittman 

29     Brenden Sharp 

 

Happy  

Birthday! 

If we’ve missed listing your birthday, please contact the church office 248-541-0613 

 

JUNE 2021 



 

 


