
1 

 

The Fifteenth Sunday after 

Pentecost 
September 13, 2020 

11:00 A.M.  Com 
 

  
 

Preaching the love of the Lord and teaching 
the people of Christ in the heart of Royal Oak 

since 1873 to Equip, Support, Serve, and    
Witness Where God Calls Us 

 

Pastoral Staff 
Rev. Jakob Andrzejewski  
    Senior Pastor 
 

Staff 
Mr. Greg Paul 
    Minister of Music 
 
Ms. Pam Rodway 
    Administrative Assistant  
 
Mr. Ken Milz 
    Business Manager 
 
Dr. Margie Baldwin 
    School Principal 
 
Mrs. Sue Trepanier 
    School Secretary  
 
Mr. Steven Carpenter 
    Communications & Technology 
 
Mr. Shaun Marvin  
    Custodial  

 

...whether  

we live or 
whether we 
die, we are 
the Lord’s. 

 

Romans 14:8 

 

St. Paul  
Lutheran Church 

202 E Fifth Street, Royal Oak, MI 48067 

(248) 541-0613 

www.stpaulroyaloak.org 

 



2 

 

St. Paul Lutheran Church          Royal Oak, MI  

September 13, 2020                                                                   11:00 A.M. 
 

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost - Divine Service I 

 

Pre-service               “Healing Is In Your Hands” 

 

Opening Song                      “Grace Like Rain” 

 

Invocation                         
        

The sign of the cross   may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the   Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen.        Matthew 28:19b; [18-20] 

 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 

us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will  

 forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
                             1 John 1:8-9 

 

Confession and Absolution  

Kneel or stand for confession.   

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved 
our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and 
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your 
holy name. Amen. 
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P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of 
Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Song of Praise    “Lord, I Lift Your Name on High” 

 

Psalm 103:1–5, 11–12 (read responsively) 

 

 P Bless the LORD, | O my soul,* 

 C and all that is within me, 

  bless his | holy name! 

 

 P Bless the LORD, | O my soul,* 

 C and forget not all his | benefits, 

 

 P who forgives all your in- | iquity,* 

 C who heals all your dis- | eases, 

 

 P who redeems your life | from the pit,* 

 C who crowns you with steadfast love and | mercy, 

 

 P who satisfies | you with good* 

 C so that your youth is renewed like the | eagle’s. 

 

 P For as high as the heavens are a- | bove the earth,* 

 C so great is his steadfast love toward those who | fear 

 him; 

 

 P as far as the east is | from the west,* 

 C so far does he remove our transgres- | sions from us. 

 

          All  Glory be to the Father and |to the Son* and to the Holy | 

 Spirit;  as it was in the be- | ginning,* is now, and will be    

 forever. | Amen 
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Salutation and Collect  

 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 

P Let us pray. 

O God, our refuge and strength, the author of all godliness, hear the  

devout prayers of Your Church, especially in times of persecution, and 

grant that what we ask in faith we may obtain; through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

 

All  Amen. 

 

Old Testament                    Genesis 50:15–21 

 

15 When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “It 

may be that Joseph will hate us and pay us back for all the evil that we 

did to him.” 16 So they sent a message to Joseph, saying, “Your father 

gave this command before he died, 17 ‘Say to Joseph, Please forgive the 

transgression of your brothers and their sin, because they did evil to 

you.’ And now, please forgive the transgression of the servants of the 

God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18 His broth-

ers also came and fell down before him and said, “Behold, we are your 

servants.” 19 But Joseph said to them, “Do not fear, for am I in the place 

of God? 20 As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for 

good, to bring it about that many people should be kept alive, as they 

are today. 21 So do not fear; I will provide for you and your little ones.” 

Thus he comforted them and spoke kindly to them. 

          

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Epistle                      Romans 14:1–12 

 

1 As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to quarrel over 

opinions. 2 One person believes he may eat anything, while the weak person 

eats only vegetables. 3 Let not the one who eats despise the one who  

abstains, and let not the one who abstains pass judgment on the one who 

eats, for God has welcomed him. 4 Who are you to pass judgment on the 

servant of another? It is before his own master that he stands or falls. And 

he will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make him stand. 

5 One person esteems one day as better than another, while another  

esteems all days alike. Each one should be fully convinced in his own mind. 

6 The one who observes the day, observes it in honor of the Lord. The one 

who eats, eats in honor of the Lord, since he gives thanks to God, while the 

one who abstains, abstains in honor of the Lord and gives thanks to God.  

7 For none of us lives to himself, and none of us dies to himself. 8 If we live, 

we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord. So then, whether we 

live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 9 For to this end Christ died and 

lived again, that he might be Lord both of the dead and of the living. 

10 Why do you pass judgment on your brother? Or you, why do you despise 

your brother? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God; 11 for it 

is written, 

“As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 

and every tongue shall confess to God.” 

12 So then each of us will give an account of himself to God. 

      

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Holy Gospel               Matthew 18:21-35  

 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

21 Peter came up and said to [Jesus], “Lord, how often will my brother sin 

against me, and I forgive him? As many as seven times?”  

22 Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you seven times, but seventy times  

seven. 
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23 “Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who 

wished to settle accounts with his servants. 24 When he began to settle, one 

was brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents. 25 And since he 

could not pay, his master ordered him to be sold, with his wife and children 

and all that he had, and payment to be made. 26 So the servant fell on his 

knees, imploring him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you every-

thing.’ 27 And out of pity for him, the master of that servant released him 

and forgave him the debt. 28 But when that same servant went out, he 

found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii, and seiz-

ing him, he began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29 So his fellow 

servant fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will 

pay you.’ 30 He refused and went and put him in prison until he should pay 

the debt. 31 When his fellow servants saw what had taken place, they were 

greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their master all that had 

taken place. 32 Then his master summoned him and said to him, ‘You wick-

ed servant! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33 And 

should not you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on 

you?’ 34 And in anger his master delivered him to the jailers, until he should 

pay all his debt. 35 So also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if 

you do not forgive your brother from your heart.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Nicene Creed  

 I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 
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     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and 

the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 

glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life  of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Sermon Song                 “O Love That Will Not Let Me Go” 

Sermon             “The American Horror Story” 

                     based on Romans 14:8 

            

Prayers of the Church  

 

Lord’s Prayer 

 Our Father who art in heaven, 

      hallowed be Thy name, 

      Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 
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     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom 

       and the power and the glory 

       forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Service of the Sacrament                            LSB p160-165 

 

Hymn #550         “Lamb of God”  

  

Distribution:  

  Song   “Still” 

  Song   “Breathe” 

 

Benediction 

 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look upon you with favor and   give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

Closing Song               “Your Grace is Enough” 

 
 

Serving us in Worship Today: 
Preacher     Pastor Jake Andrzejewski 
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Reader  Ross Pomroy 
Tech Assist James Ohngren 
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