“The One Who Paid Our Wages”

Romans 6:23


We know what wages are. Wages are what you get paid for the work you do. We like to receive wages. Today, we are faced with one who paid our wages. Yet, the wages He paid were not good but bad consequences.


Our text says, “The wages of sin is death.” When we sin, we get death. Why? Sin is breaking the commandments of God. Sin is doing the very things God does not want us to do. It is also refusing to do what God wants us to do. When parents ask us to clean our rooms, and we simply do not do it—this is sin. When we treat a fellow classmate shamefully by making fun of them, it is sin. At the same time, when you see someone struggling with math and you are very good at math, you should try to help him or her. If you don’t want to help them, this is sin too. Our lives are filled with sin of every kind and variety. All this sin breaks our relationship with God. In fact, God says that because of sin we have to pay for all that sin. The payment, the wages for all the sin in our lives is death—we die. We die and are cut off from God forever. We each have to pay for our wages of sin. Or do we?


Without help, we would have to pay the wages of sin. God has come to help us. He sent us His Son Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ paid our wages. He did not get any money for His work. He did it out of love for you and me. He paid for our sins by being nailed to the cross of Calvary. He paid for our sins by shedding His blood as a payment for our sins. The wages of sin is death. Jesus Christ died for you and paid your wages of sin. You do not have to pay for your sins by dying and spending eternity in hell. Jesus Christ paid for your sins on the cross. So now Paul says, “But the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” You should have paid the wages of your sins. Jesus Christ paid them for you. So instead of the death you deserved, you get something you don’t deserve. You get eternal life—you get heaven forever and ever because Jesus paid the wages of your sins at Calvary. It is a gift of God. You did not earn it. Jesus earned it for you.


We do have someone who has paid our wages. His name is Jesus Christ. He paid our wages so that we would live with Him forever. Jesus, God’s Son, is the one who paid our wages. Amen

